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SECTION 1:

What is CDM?
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Credit by Demonstrated Mastery
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Definition 
● “offers North Carolina students the opportunity to 

personalize and accelerate their learning by 
earning course credit through a demonstration of 
mastery of course material” (from NCDPI Guide)

Background
● NC Board of Education required all local school 

districts to create a process (Policy GCS-M-001.8)



Credit by Demonstrated Mastery
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● Similar to Single Subject Acceleration (SSA)
○ Both provide acceleration through the 

student showing mastery without direct 
instruction

○ Qualification for both requires successful 
completion of an objective (multiple 
choice assessment)



Credit by Demonstrated Mastery
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● Different from (SSA)
○ SSA applies to elementary and middle school course 

content. CDM applies only to courses that have high 
school credit.

○ Scores required to move forward are much higher in 
CDM than SSA.

○ Students can earn a credit toward graduation with 
CDM.

○ CDM applies to more than just ELA and Math courses.
○ CDM is a two-phase process that requires a skills 

application assessment.



Credit by Demonstrated Mastery
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Two-Phase Process
● Phase I - Examination of Foundational Skills: Minimum Scores

○ EOC: Level V
○ CTE Post-Assessment: 90%
○ Locally Developed Exam: 90%
○ World Language Proficiency Assessment: Novice High (for two 

WL credits)

● Phase II - Product or Application of Skills Assessment
○ Most require an additional assessment session
○ Reviewed by school-based/central office panel



Section 2: 

CDM Resources



CDM Resources - WCPSS.net

9



CDM Resources - WCPSS.net
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CDM Resources - WCPSS.net - Process Flowchart
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CDM Resources - WCPSS.net - Application

● Links available on the 
Student and Family 
Application
○ List of eligible courses
○ NCDPI Standards
○ Appeals process
○ CDM Coordinators

● Applications are submitted to 
the school/school based 
CDM coordinator



CDM Resources - WCPSS.net - Available Courses and Assessments

● Must be next course in sequence
● Phase I Assessments - 

○ EOC - English II, Math 1, Math 3, 
Biology 
■ Level V (minimum score)

○ Locally developed - English I, 
Math 2 
■ 90% (minimum score)



CDM Resources - WCPSS.net - Available Courses and Assessments

● Must be in the 8th grade or higher
● Utilizes Avant STAMP 4S proficiency assessment (measures 

what a student can do with a language outside of a classroom 
setting)

● Not specific to any level (not a placement test)
● Novice High - minimum to receive a maximum of 2 World 

Language credits



CDM Resources - WCPSS.net - Available Courses and Assessments

● Must be in the 8th grade or higher
● CTE Post-Assessment - minimum score of 90%
● Pathway must be offered at the student’s high school



CDM Resources - WCPSS.net - FAQs



CDM Resources - Timeline

December 10, 2025 CDM Request Applications due 

January 16-23 (testing 
coordinator will communicate 
actual date)

Phase I Assessments

February 13-26 (IMC will 
communicate actual date)

CTE Phase I Testing window

February 2, 2026 Phase I Results Letters Available

February 9-March 13 Phase II Assessments

March 25, 2026 Phase II Results Letters Available

Panther Creek High School
CDM Timeline



CDM Resources - Other World Languages

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aSxYFjdOg1eBAoQrDzddmiy_CnO1nKREgIaZRFyUB3Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aSxYFjdOg1eBAoQrDzddmiy_CnO1nKREgIaZRFyUB3Q/edit?usp=sharing


Section 3:

Student Advisement



CDM - Eligible Courses
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● Students must stay within the standard sequence of coursework in 
requesting CDM

● Students may pursue no more than three courses per year (and no 
more than one course in a sequence)
○ Example: A student currently enrolled in English I may request to 

CDM English II, but not English III because it is not the next 
course in the sequence.

● Per state policy, courses in the following subjects are ineligible for 
CDM
○ AP, IB, Healthful Living, some CTE courses, and other locally 

developed electives
● Study materials are not provided for CDM assessments



CDM - Reasons to Pursue CDM
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● Personal interest/deep understanding

● Ability to access higher levels of rigor

● Desire to experience new content, material, skills, beyond the 
scope of the traditional course

● Eligibility for early graduation



CDM - Considerations
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● May impact athletic eligibility
● Does not impact GPA/Class Rank
● Accelerated course may not be developmentally/emotionally 

appropriate
● May max-out of high school courses (especially in Math)
● Must still show increasing levels of rigor

○ ex. student earned CDM in English I; HS does not offer many English electives
● May impact course options at certain schools

○ School may not have next-course options beyond NCVPS
○ School may only pair course with another (Honors English I/Honors World 

History)



CDM - Considerations - ELA Example
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Considerations for accelerating in ELA
● Upper Level English Courses:

○ Include lengthy complex texts that may take more stamina 
to read

○ Include content that my be socially challenging
○ Use paired texts from authors with widely differing lenses 

and perspectives
○ Teach students to evaluate arguments from lenses and 

perspectives that may confront their own worldviews



CDM - Considerations - ELA Example
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Thinking ahead to college applications
● Universities want to see:

○ 4 years of English Language Arts study
○ Increasing rigor in ELA over 4 years

● High School Course Plans:
○ College Board offers only 2 AP English courses
○ NC counts AP as a substitution for English III and English IV 

graduation requirement

Key Consideration
If students take AP English courses early, what will they take to 

demonstrate increasing rigor in ELA for grades 11-12?



CDM - Considerations - Math Example
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CDM in NC Math 1, 2, or 3
● Colleges/universities want to see math in all 4 years of high school 

and they want to see students challenging themselves by taking a 
combination of honors and AP courses

● There are a finite number of math courses that can be taken in 
high school

● With rapid acceleration, students may run out of available math 
courses

● Students should have a plan that includes math each year through 
their senior year



CDM - Considerations - Biology Example
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CDM in Biology
● Allows students to access AP Biology and other AP Science 

courses earlier

● Caution
○ Students may miss valuable laboratory experiences and 

science process skills that might help them be more successful 
at the AP level





Section 4

Contact for Support



Contact
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Mrs. Shernita Telfair
stelfair@wcpss.net
or 

WCPSS
CDMquestions@wcpss.net

mailto:CDMquestions@wcpss.net

